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Welcome to Holy Apostles Religious Education Program!  We are off to a great start as we welcome a wonderful group of 680 children this year!  We are looking forward to an energizing and enlightening year with them!

We also have a great staff of 130 dedicated and caring volunteers that have come forward to help you pass the Catholic faith on to your children.  

Parents Rule!

You are called, as your children’s parents, to be their #1 teacher and role model in all aspects of life!  As your children grow, not only will they learn how to wash their hands, throw a ball or read from you, but they will also learn about God in their lives from your examples!  Leading your children to a long & loving relationship with their Father in heaven will be the greatest gift you can give them! We are here to help you accomplish that in anyway we can!  Our main goal is to support and assist you in your role as the primary catechist of your children.
Monthly Newsletters  

Starting in November, all monthly newsletters & calendar information will be posted on the Holy Apostles website www.holyapostles.net under the “Religious Ed” heading to keep you informed of “RE happenings”.  Please check it often!  If you do not have access to the internet, please contact the RE Office and we will make note that we will need to send information home with your oldest RE child!  
5th Grade Retreat

The 5th Grade Retreat will be held Saturday, October 13th 4-9pm.  Come join your classmates for a little review fun, activities and Mass followed by pizza and games!  Don’t forget to turn in your permission slips!  Questions?  Please call Patty at 888-1182 ext. 3021.
World Hunger Awareness Dinner will be held Sunday, October 14th 3:30pm-5:30pm.  Bring the family to this special parish event to explore the problem of hunger & poverty that exists in the world today.  Fr. MacMillan will do a special presentation of his experiences working with Cross International.  Dinner Tickets are $5 per person or $20 per family and a can of food for the St. Vincent DePaul food Cupboard. Please sign up in the Church entry by October 7th so we can prepare.

No Class

Reminder!  We will not have class on Monday/Tuesday October 15th/16th so you can participate at the World Hunger Awareness Dinner on October 14th.
First Reconciliation/First Communion Parent Reminder!
The Diocese of Boise requires parents of children preparing for Reconciliation and Communion to attend catechetical sessions on each of these sacraments.  We have consolidated them down to 1 class each for your convenience and only require 1 parent to attend!  Fr. MacMillan will be the presenter for these sessions which will be held in the church after the 11am Mass on Sunday.  The First Reconciliation Session will be held October 21st at 12:15pm.  The First Communion Session will be held February 10th at 12:15pm.  Please put the dates and time on your calendar!  
October is the Month of the Rosary!  Prayer Opportunity!

On October 22nd/23rd your children will be introduced to the Rosary during class.  If you’re available, come join us!  We encourage you to ask your children what they learned about the rosary and to pray it together as a family.  
Attendance Reminders

It is very important that your children attend class regularly if they are to benefit from this learning experience.  Regular attendance for children preparing to receive their sacraments is especially crucial!  If a child misses more than the 2 allowed, they will need to make up those missed classes and there may be testing.  If your child is going to be absent, please call the RE Office at 888-1182 ext. 3022 or 3021.  

· For the safety of all our children, parents need to drop-off and pick-up their children at their classrooms.  
· Please be on time!  Both dropping off and picking up! 
· If you have an emergency and are going to be held up in picking your children up, please call the RE Office at 888-1182 ext. 3022 or ext. 3021.  
Snacks  & Bathroom Reminder!

Please be sure to give your children a little snack to eat before they come to class if they need one.  We have several children with severe allergies so we are discouraging snacks in the classrooms.  Also a quick run to the bathroom with your children before class will cut down on the “bathroom conga line”….once one goes, they all have to go!!  

Prayers

We will be testing your children on their prayers & practices throughout the year.  We open and close our classes with prayer to expose the children to various forms….song, formal, spontaneous, meditative etc..  However, we do not use the class time for learning the prayers.  This should be done at home…at meals, before bedtime, in the car, whenever!  The prayers are in the yellow parent handbook!  Please continue with the great job you’re doing in teaching your children!  This is especially important for the children preparing for their sacraments!  They need to know their prayers by the first week of November!

Website Info!  
www.faithfirst.com!  RCL has created this wonderful website to enhance and coordinate with the curriculum that we are using in our classrooms.  Check it out!

By working together, we can encourage and nurture the spiritual growth of our children, ourselves and have a great year!

God bless you and have a great month!

Mary Ossenkop Coord. of RE *888-1182 ext. 3022* mossenkop@holyapostles.net

Patty Blazek Assistant *888-1182 ext. 3021*  pblazek@holyapostles.net
